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To the Courteous Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 
Erein is ſhewn the Originall and 4; gni= 
ty of Biſhops end the ſingalax union be- 
tween Regall, and Epiſcopall right and Au- 
thority : drawn from Gonſtantine , after the 


Church begun to hawe 4 little wigor againſt 


the es Arians, And becauſe the 


works of this famous Author ſhould be - 


had in Endleſſe remembranee by all Protee 
tants, as be is and ever will be,to the terror 
of all Papiſts. And if any ſhall demand why 1 
tbe Reprinter ſhould take upon me to publiſh 
this famous Sermon : my anſwer is as read y 
as true, ( becauſe ; for the ſincere love that [ 
bear unto the truth , and the Endleſſe true 
love that I owe unto my Deceaſed ſpiritual 
Father, who begat me in 1624. out of blinde 
Popery from dumb'd and dead Idols; and 
brought me into the clear light, to ſerve the 


true and living God ) that he may have 
A 2 glory 
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To the Courteous Reader. 

glory by it and every Reader the benefit of it : 
I hawe thought no time ſo ſeaſonable, nx 
one of all the Authors works ſo ſutable as 
this ſmall volume is, that all thoſe who never. 
knew his perſon , much leſſe were conver. 
ant with him, or never read him in his large 
feeld of his manifold nnparalled works, may 
herein have a moſt ſweet tafte of his worth, 
which may make them deſirons to know hin; 
wore in bis larger works - ſo this ſmall piece 
is to inform the ignorant, to reforme the oh. 
ftinate, to conform the moderate : and tocon. 
1m all to communicate in the Church of God. 
ſhat all Chriſtians may ſo do,is the hearty de. 


fires and daily prayers, of the meaneſt of the 
Sons of the Church. 


G. V. 
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FAITHFULL 
SHEPHE ARD.- 


A Sermon Preached at the Conſecration of 


three Biſhops, the Lords Ele& of Oxford, Bri- 
ftoll, and Cheſter, in his Graces Chappell 
at Lambeth, May 9. 1619- 


—— ———_ —— _——  — 


1PET:5. 2,3,4 


Peed the flock, of God which is among you, taking the over- 
ſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly : not for fil- 
thy lucre, but of a ready mind: not as being Lords over 
Gods heritage, but being enſamples to the flock, And when 
the chief ſhepheard ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a Crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. | 


”y En nm—————— — —- 
| D—— 


Moſt Reverend, Right Honourable,Right reverend, Right worſhipfull,%c. 
 Rebilocys a ſharpning his quill, and dipping 


cal inveives mizhtbe more porgnant , put» 
teth the pen in Archilooras his fathers hand, 
and by an elegant proſopopeia maketh him 
upbraid his ſonne with thoſe errors and 
vices, which it was not fit that any but his facher ſhould in 
ſuch ſort rip up. And b Twly being to read a leRure of 

B gravity 


itin gall againſt Licambes ; that his fatiri- | 
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The Faithfull Shepheard, © 


gravity and modeſty to Clodia, which became not his yeer; 
or condition, raiſeth up, as it were, from the grave, her ol 
grandfather Appius Cecus, and out of his mouth delivereth 
a ſage and fatherly admonition to her, In like manner 
(Right Reverend) receiving the charge from you to give 
the charge unto you at this preſent, and being over-ruled 
by authority to ſpeak ſomething of the eminent authg- 
rity and ſacred dignity inte which ye are now to be 
inveſted ; 1 have brought upon this holy ſtage the firſt of 
your ranke, and cunciencelf of your Apoſtolical order, tg 
admonith you with authority both of your general calling, 
as Paſtours ſet over Chriſts flocke; and your ſpecial|, 
as Biſhops ſer over the Paſtours themſelves : That in 
the former words, mupeirere feed ; thisin the latter,inigou- 
*:vTes, biſhoping , or taking the over-ſight ofthem. Both 
they are to perfcrm, 


1 Not by conſtraint. 
; 2 Not for Jucre. 
3 Not with pride. 

1 Not by conſtraint: conſtraint ſtandeth not with * the 
dignity of the Apoſtles ſucceſſors. 

2, Not forfilthy lucre : filthy lJucre forts not with Gods 
Prieſts. 

3 Not in,or with Lord- like pride: Lord-like pride com- 
plyeth not with the humility of Chriſts Miniſters. 

As Tully the aged wrote to Cato the anciegt, of old age ; 
ſo in the words cf my text Peter the Elder. writeth to 
Elders, of the calling, life and reward of \E/dexs in the 
Church of God. 


1 Their funRion is feeding,and overlooking Chriſts 
\ tock, enjoyned, ver. 2, 
2 Their lite is to be a pattern of all vertue, drawn 
ver. 3. | 
3 Their rewardis a Crowne of x lory, (tt before 
them ver. 4. 1 Their 


The Faithfull Shepheard. 


1 Their fun&ion ſacred, anfwerable to their cal. 
ling, which is divine. 

2 Their life exemplary, anſwerable to their fun- 
Aion, which is ſacred. 

3 Their reward, exceeding great, anſwerable to 
the eminency of the one, and excellency of the 


May it pleaſe you therefore to obſerve out of the words, 
1 For your inftrufion, what your fun&tion js. 
} 2 For correttion, what your life or:ld be. 
<3 For comfort, what your reward ſpall be. 
As the coſtly © ornaments of Aarox were faſtned to the 

Ephod with golden chaines of writhen works, fo all the parts © Exod, 28.14. 
and points of the Apoſtles exhortation are artificially joy- 
ned and tyed together with excellent coherence, as it were 
_ cbaines of gold. This chain thus I draw through them 
all. 
1 There areſome of the Miniſtery fitter to be fed and led T 
like ſheep, than to feed or lead like ſhepheards ; they are Ag ry rms 
hunger-faryed themſelves, having no better proviſion than quos nobis | ws 
the A partes had in the wildernenefſe after Chriſts miracu- enracceleſtia 
lons fealt, d z few baskets full of broken meat. Saint e Hey- <mananr, uc 
#ard admireth at their Charity, ſaying, they ty whom the —_ effun- 

| : quam ef- 
ſtreams of heavenly dofirine flow to us, are of ſuch ſuperabun= 5,4; yelinr, 
dant charity, that they deſire ts empty themſelves tefore they loqui quam: 
are half full, nay many before they have any drop of ſaving audire paratio- 
knowledge, and divine learning, moſt ready to deliver that ys. prompri 
which they never received, and teach what they never learned. —— 
Such a one wasthatf Bithynian whom LaGantius taketh up gicerunc. Bey- 
for taking upon him to cure dimme and dark eyes, when nard. 
himſelf was ſtark blind. I find nothing whereunto I may fit- | £4tanr, di- 
ter reſemble them, than to ſquibs or ſmall fre-works, which bens nn 


Feed, 


as ſoon as they take fire, never leave popping and ſhooting, ;pfe wer. alios 


and making @ hidious noiſe, till all the powder be ſpent : fo jlluminare (uſ- 
theſe having rammed a lictle ſtuffe together, and being kin- cepirin ſe, 


dled 
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The F aithfull Shepheard, 


dled with blind zeal, never leave ſhooting and ſpitting firs 


in the Pulpit as long as their poor proviſion laſteth. Theſ- 


men howſoever they are lyable to many other exceptions, 


yetall men will free them from the imputation which Fe/j; 
laid upon Saint Paul 8 much learning hath made thee ma. 
And as ſecure are they from the danger of the ky/ting letter, 
as che Poet in his witty Epigram playeth upon an ignoran; 
Prieſt in time of Popery. 
h Tu bene caviſti ne'te ulla occidere poſſit 
Litera,nam nota eſt litera nulla tibi. 


Thon haſt taken good care that the killing letter ſhall not 
hurt thee, for thou knoweſt zever a letter in the book. The 
meaſures of the Sanfuary contained twice as much as the 
common meaſures, the ſhekel of the Santuary weighed 
down two other ſhekels; to ſhew us that the gifts of a Paſtor 
ought to carrie a dowble proportion to thole of his flocke, 
elſe he had need to be fed himſelf ; and is not qualified for 
this duty required in my text, inthe firſt place, Feed 

2 Of thoſe that are able to feed, ſome feed themlelves, 
not their flock; like Vari, taxed by Velleixs Paterculw, 
who came poor into a rich Province, but went rich out of 
the poor Province ; y=_ a very gainfull exchange, by 
leaving them the poverty he brought with him, and taking 
with him the wealth he found there.Feed yeenot your ſelves 
but the Flock, 

3 Ofthoſe that feed the Flock, ſome feed not Gods Flock 
but Satans heard; reaching in Comventicles of Hereticks, or 
Schiſmaticks. Waſpes have their hives as well as Bees,and 
Pirats have their Pilots as well as honeſt Merchants : benot 


_ yelike them; feed not the droves of Satan or Antichriſt, 


but the Flock of God. 

4 Of thoſe that feed the Flock of God, ſome feed not the 
Flock which 13 among them, they are 'aanorerenioroma, Bis 
ſhops in cther mens Dioceſſes; they thruſt their fickle into 
anothers harveſt, and diſcharge without a chayge : they may 
rightly ſay with the Spouſe in the Canticles, i They have 
made 


| —— 


The Faitlifull Shepheard. 


ade me (or rather I have made my ſelf) keeper of vine* 

ards, but mine own vineyard I have not kept. If the frogs 
k Seryphus could ſpeak they would claim kindred of theſe k Plin nat.hjſt* 
men ; for asthoſe frogs in the Iſland where they are bred 13. RanZ mu- 
are dumb, and make no noiſe at all, but carried to any other —_— on 
Country, fall on ſinging or croaking, and never ge over : (0 hs Sogn 4 
theſe are filent and quiet in their own cures, but when they dem alio emf 
are out of them none can be quiet for them : they who can flarz canunt, 
ſcarce afford a Sermon in a moneth at their own home,ma- *<- 
king nothing of /efuring every day in the week abroad. 

5 Of thole that feed the flock of God which is among them, Takjng = 
that is, preach painefully and powerfully, ſome are not ew 
'FmozeniyTes Overlookers ; they that take the over- fight of ; 
their flock, they bave not an eyeto their life and manners, 
they never uſeche reine, or rather curbe of eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline; forgetting that in the Arke of God, together 
With the Table of the Teſtimony, and tbe Pot of Manna, the 
Rod of Aaron that budded was laid up : and that where Da- | Pſal. 23.4. 
vid compareth God toa ſhepheard, he maketh mention both 
of his rod and ſtaffe. 

6 Of thoſe that feed the flock of God that is amongſt them, ot by con- 
and take the over-(ight thereof, that is, both rule well, and JRens. 
labour in the word, ſome deſerve not the double honour, 
becauſe they do it by conſtraint, not wilingly, like thoſe 
Calves, and Bullocks, and Rams, that were pulled and 
haled to the Altars of the heathen gods, wherewith m P/;j- m Plin. 1. 8, 
»y obſerveth that the Paynim deities were never pleaſed, 14-bit. c. 45. 
nor gave good ſucceſſe to them which offred ſuch ſacrifice 72<900% | 
unto them. Nature it ſelf giveth a prerogative to that n ho- yimutos ad aras 
ney which drops out of the combe, before that which is humerishomi- 
forced or ſquized out; and to that o oyle which ſweats out um allatos, 


of the Myrrhe trees,ifſuing from thence of its own accord, Mon jt 


before that which runneth after pricking or incilion. The 9;3 placari 
noblcſt pallate wine is made of that l1quor of the grape deos, nec tra- 
henre ſe ab 
aris. n Plin.nat. bift. 1. 1. c. 15, In omni melle quod per fe fluit, ur muſtum, ole- 
wmq; quod appellatur ac#ton, maxime laudabile eft. Not for filthy [ucre. - o Plin. nar. 
biſt.l.12.c.1 5. Inciduntur bis,ſudanr my ſponte priu{quam incidantur ſtattcn diftam. 
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The Faithfull Shepbeard. 
which ſpinneth out upon the fmalleſt tonch, without any 
violent preſſure. 


+ Theog. gnom, T Tay yay ayaynotoy nay "av1% edy Tev, 


7 Ofthole that take the over-ſight of the flock, ot by 
canſtraint but willing/r, ſome do it not freely, or of a ready 
mind, but for filthy Iucre. The Eccho taught by Eraſmus, 
rings this in the ears of che Laity, and they hear it briefe, 
Dnd venatur ſacerdos ? xagl'ov5. And p Plating giveth a 

p Plat. in Bon. touch thereof in the life of Pope Goodface the third ; the 
3.Keverl pace grſt queſtion is, after a man is choſen Pope, what is the 
-——mges BY Piſhoprick of Rome worth ? Filthy Incre carrieth ſuch an 
epiſcoparnm ill cayour with it, the precious oyntment of Aaron cannot 
deſiderant, take away the ſmell thereof; Covetouſnels is a ſpot in any 
explendz coat, but a ſtain in the linnen Ephod : what ſo unfit? what 
R_— yt , ſo incongruou9nay what fo opprobrious and ſcandalous,as 
—— 1" for thoſe who in ſcripture are ſtiled Angels, and ſhould like 
urilicari ur eo- Angels, by continual meditations, and divine contemplati- 
rum expoſcit ons behold the face of God in he aven, to turne earth-wormes, 
| Officium 8c c and Iye and feed upon very muck ? How dare they deliver 
| Thr the holy Sacrament with thoſe hands that have received 
| cnim quantum bribes ? or are defiled with the price of Blood ? or are foul 
| reddat epiſco- with telling their uſe-money ? Holineſſe (which of all other 
parus, non = moſt befitteth onr ſacred calling) in the Greeke implyeth a 
To 9 Ccontradiftion to earthlineſſe :- dyits which we render hol, 
_—_— T isall one in that language as unearthly. If a glaſſe be ſoy- 
led with duſt, or beſmeared with dirt, it refle&eth no image 

atall : inlike manner if the minde be ſfoyled with the duit 

of earthlinefſe, the image of God cannot appeare in it ; the 

fancie ofſuch a man will repreſent no ſpirituall forme, con- 

ceive no divine or heavenly imaginations. If we ſeeke our 

own and not the things that are Jeſus Chrilts, the Goods 

| rExek.3.17. not the good of our flock, we loſe the firſt letter of our 
| Sonne of man, game in the Prophet r Ezekiel, and of ſpeculatores become 
| —_— _ peculatores,and are not to be termed predicatores but pre- 
| man. datores. But I will not make this blot bigger by — 


| going about to take it out, Of 
| | 


+1 


The P aithfull Shephearll, 
$. Of thole that feed, and take the over-ſight of Gods flock 


that is among them, not by conſtraint, but willingly, not for yt as r15 + þ 


filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, ſome carry themſelves, like 
Lords over the flock, not as enſamples to their flock, they go 


in & out before them in a lordly gate, iy Tvgw in 6; '&y TVTw, C Concil. Car. * 


in ſwelling pride, not in exemplary humilley,ſeeking rather thag. 4. 

to over-rule them with terror and violence, then rule over 79995 too ur. 

them with the ſpirit of meckneſs. Theſe though they are nite bEuGicrg, 
ut up in the higheſt forme, yet have not learned the firſt fumoſus ſeculi- 

Icfſon in the ſchoole of Chriſtianity,t to be weeke and lowly _ 

in heart : neither underſtand they that divine graces, which hen 


are the plants of Paradiſe, are like to the tree in the Poet 
that beare golden boughes. 


—u 2ne quantum vertice ad auras u Virg. An. 6. 
Atheras tantum, radice m Tartara tendit, 


whoſe root was juſt ſowuch beneath the earth as the top 
was in height above it. The higher Gods Saint grow up- 
wards ro perf tion, the deeper they take root downward 
in humility, conſidering that they have nothing of their 
own, but fin ; and what afooliſh and impious fin of pride is 
it, to be proud of fin? He that preſumes on his own ſtrength, 
faith holy Auftine, is conquered before he fight. To repoſe 
truſt in ourſelves, ſaich * Berxard, is not of faith, but per- * geyn. ſerm 
fidioulneſſe, neither breeds it true confidence, but diffi- 20. in wyil. 
dence. To be proud of knowledge, is to be blind with nat. dom. 
light : to be proud of vertue is to poyſon himſelf with the Sibimer ipſe 
Antidote : and to be proud of authority, is to make his _ a. 
riſe his downfall, and his ladder his ruine. It is the darke die " lyk 
foyle that giveth the Diamond its brighteſt luſter : it is the confidentiar 
humble and low, and obſcure conceit of our own worth fed ditfidentiz 
that giveth luſter and grace to all our vertues and perfefti- 748% in 
ons, if we haveany; Moſes glory was the greater becauſe IG 
his face ſhined, and he knew nor of it. ON IAEY 

Thus have I #umbred unto you the ſeveral! [irkes of the 
Apoſtles golden chaine of inftruftions for Paſtors, now 

B 2 ler 


x-Mattb:12.1, 
y L.1. de Rom. 
pont.c. 15. In 
ſcripturis 

paſcere paſlim 


| accipitur pro 


regere, ut 

- Pſal.2, reges 
eos in virga 
ferrea in Heb. 
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The Faithfull Shepheard. 
Tet us gather them together in a narrow roome. 

1 Be not ſach as need to be fed but are able and willing 
to feed. 

, Feed not your ſelves but the flock, 

3 Feed not the flock or droves of Antichriſt, but the 
flock of God. 

4 Feed the flock of God, not out of your charge, or 
without you, but the flock of God which i among, you. 

5 Content not your ſelves with feeding them onely with 
the word and Sacrament, but cver-/ooke them alſo,have an 
eye to.their manners. 

6 Doethis not conſtrainedly, but willingly. 

7 Not out of private reſpedts, but freely. 

$ Not proudly but humbly, not to ſhew your authority o- 
ver the flock, but to ſet before them an enſample in your 
ſelves of humility, mecknels, temperance, patience, and all 
other vertues. 

Thus feed the flock of God that is among you, thus rule 
thoſe whom you feed, thus carry your ſelves towards thoſe 
whom yourule,thiis give good enſample in your carriage ; 
and when the chief: Shepheard and Biſhop of your fouls 
Chriſt Jeſus ſhall appear, youſhall receive inſtead of a Cro- 
ſier a Scepter,of a Miter a Crown,of a Dioceſe upon earth a 
Kingdom in heaven. 

You ſee I havea large and'plentifull field before me, yet 
] purpoſe at this time to follow the example of the Apo- 
ſtles, x who asthey paſſed through the corn field, plucked 
only an ear or two, and rubbed them in their hands. 

To rub the firſt ear, that you may ſee what grain it yeeld- 
eth, To feed, faith y Bellarmine, {ignifieth to rule with 
princely authority, to ſway the ſcepter as a ſpiritual Prince 
over Chriſts flock ; and to this purpoſe he alledgeth that 
rext in the Apocalyps, 2+ 27. Toueys he ſhall feed (or rule) 
them with a rod of iron , hard feeding for Chriſts ſheep ; 
he had need to havean Eftridge's ſtomack that can digeſt 
this interpretation here. Feed,not over-ruling ver.3. that 
is, over-rule them, not feeding : this is as natural an inter- 
pretation. 


The Faithfull Shepheard. 
pretation of this Scripture, as the your upon the word 
ftaturmns in the Canon law, id eft, abrogamus, or ftatuimus 
quod non; we enadt, that is, we abrogate ; we command, 
that is, we forbid ; we appoint this, that is, we appoint that 
this ſhall not be. If this be a right interprecation of this , Fob 
_— x oh, 20.19. 
place, and the other parallel to it in Saint Z John, then St. + go,n.rd. 2 
* Bernard was in the wrong, for he infers the clean con- conſiderat. a4 
trary from it ; and which is moſt conſiderable, ina book of Eugen 1.2. 
conſideration dedicated to the Pope himſelf :; Peter could © rao ribi 


not give thee that which he had not, what he had, that he gave = —— 


thee, care over the Churches : but did he not alſo give thee apoſtolarum, | 


dominion ? heare what himſelf ſaith, not as being Lords over aurapoſtolicus 
Gods heritage, but being made examples to the flock: leaſt a- dowinatum, 
#y man ſhould think, that this was ſpoken onely in humility, Kee, 

and not in truth, it is the voice of the Lord in the Goſpel, 

Kings of the Nations beare rule over them, but it ſhall not be 

ſowith you ; it is plain that Lord-like dominion is forbidden 

10 the Apoſtles : goe too therefore now, and aſſume to thy ſelf 

if thou dare, either the office of an Apoſtle, if thou be a Lord, 

or Lord-like dominion if thou be an Apoſtle. Howbeit [ de- 

ny not that the word 76:ueive here uled, ſometimes ſignift- 

ethto rule with Princely authority, and Lord-like com- 

mand, both in Scriptures and prophane Writers : as 

a Homer ſtileth King Agamemnon wouire xays' the Shep- © Hom T'.r. 
heard of the people : lo God himſelf calleth Cyrus lis b Sbep- Ny ry ”Y 
beard ; and which is very obſervable, Cyrus as if he had ta- 7 wn * % 
ken notice of this name impoſed by God upon him before ſhepheard 

his birth, was wont uſually to ſay, © That & good Prince was c Xen.Cyr peg. 
like a good Shepheard, who can by no other means grow rich, 1-8. 7 mr+ y29 
than by making his fack, to thrive under him ; the proſperity 3PM, = X59 %/ 
of the ſubjedt is not onely the honour but the wealch allo —— 
of the Prince. All this maketh nothing for the Popes triple yenfar avrng 
Crowne, to which he layeth claime by vertue of Chriſts z#? Szomi= 
threefold paſce, or feed ( Fob. 21, 15, 16, 17. ) for neicher _ was 
doth T«1ueiru originally, or properly, nor uſually fignihe | 7 Sigg Py 


to reigne 45 a Kmg, eſpecially when oves mee, or grex domi- arg ynppa 


ni, my ſheep, or the flock of God is conſtrued with it ; nor can avr7; 
it 


- 


iv wo 


d Cant.1.8. 
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it beſotaken here, or Fob. 21. as the light of texts ſet toge. 
ther refle&ing one npon the other will clear the point, 
For that which Chriſt enjoyneth Peter, Fob. 21. that Peter 
here enjoyneth all Elders : the words of the charge are the 
fame, Feed my ſheep, there ; Feed the flock, of God, here. Bur 
Saint Peter enjoyneth not all Elders in theſe words to rule 
with ſoveraigne authority as Kings over the whole flock, or 
as Lords over their own peculiar : for this he expreſlely 
forbiddeth, ver. 3. therefore to uſurpe authority over the 
whole Church, or to domineere over any part thereof, is 
not to feed according to Chrilts charge co Saint Peter, or 
Saint Peters to all Elders. What is ic then ? if you have 
reference to the Eromology -1puailyuy is W Th won pirtiy, to 
feed, as the word imports in the original, 1s to reltide upon 
our cure, or abide with our flock, where the ſpouſe is com- 
manded to (eeke Chriſt, 4 go thy way forth to the footſteps 
of the flock, And indeed where ſhould the Sentinel be buc 
upon his watch-tower ? Where the Pilot bur at the ſterne ? 
where the intelligence but at his orbe ? where the Sun but 
within his ecliptick line ? where the candle bur in the can- 
ble-ſtick? where the diamond but in the ring ? where the 
ſhepherd but among his flock ? whom he is to feed, for 
whom he is toprovide, of whom he is to take the over-ſight, 
to whom he ought to be an example 5 which he cannot be if 
he never be in their fight. But becauſe this obſervation is 
grounded only upon the Ety mology, I will lay no more 
ſtreſſe upon it. The proper and full {1gnification of the 
word is, paſtorum agere, to play the good ſhepherd, or ex- 
erciſe the fun&ion of a Paſtor, which conlifteth in three 


things eſpecially, 


2 Orando ut facere poſſint. 


, 1 Docendo quid facere debeant, 
3 Increpando ſi non faciant. 


— —— —— 
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1 In —_ of his flock what they ought | 7 : 
to do. 's 2 
2 In praying that they may do it. bo | 


3 In reproving if they do it not. 


All which may be reduced to a threefold feeding; 


1 With the Word, Fer.3. ot 
; 2 With the Sacraments, 4poc.2, & Foh.6. am - <— EI 
3 With the Rod, Miceh 7.14. tis aca. d 
ing to mine q 
To feed with the Word and Sacrament is the common 9" heart, that ' 
Il feede you 


duty of all Paſtors, but to feed with the rod is reſerved to e— bk 
Biſhops : they are Seraphins, holding the ſpiritul ſword of ,, ; Ry 
excommunication in their hands, to guard the tree of life : ftanding. 
whoſe \ pom oftice, and eminent degree in the Church is 

in the word i-19%ox3y7is, . which the vulgar latine 


implie 

rendreth providentes, but Saint © Auguſtine more agreeable 

to the Etymology, ſupervidentes, ſuper-viſors, or ſuper-in- e Aug.de civ » 2 
tendents. Yet this 1s but a generall notation of the name 3 / 19. c.19, * | | 2 


Supervidentes 9 
viſour is not a Biſhop. The Lacedzmonian Magiſtrates were *PP*!lancur, | og 
ur intelligane 


called Epori, which is an equivalent ſtile to Epiſcopi : and (e non eſſe 2 
f Conſtantine the great ſpake as truly as piouſly to his Bi- epiſcopos qui + 3 
ſhops ; Yee reverend Fathers are Biſhops of them that are P'#cſle dilex- Fs. 
within the Church,but I of them that are out of the Church: DE —_— 
where your paſtoral ſtaffe is too ſhort, I will piece it out and E Exſed. M I 
lengthen ic wit!z my ſcepter. "g4:9%275y in the moſt pro* Conſtant, 

er and reſtrain-.! ſtgnifieation is to exerciſe Epiſcopal Au- iy ropifu 


every Biſhp isa ſuper-viſour or over-ſeer, but every ſuper- 


thority (or perto:m the office of a Biſhop.) which confiſteth L — 
in two things.” Hh, 439 
F 3 
1 In ordaining, | F3 
2 Ordering. 


1 Giving orders. 
; 2 Keeping order, 


Saint 
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"« Saint Pan! giveth g Titus both in charge : for this cauſe 
T left thee in Crete, to ordain Elders in every Church, there is 
the firſt, to wit, ordination ; and to ſet in order things that 
are wanting, Or hiogYioat, to corre} things out of order, 
there is the ſecond viz, ordering or reformation. Tmothy 
likewiſe the firſt Conſecrated Bithop of Epheſws is putin 
mind of theſe branches of his ys fin&ion: of the firſt, 
h Lay hands ſuddenly on no man : of the ſecond, A4gam? an 
Elder receive not an accuſation but under two or three wit 
neſſes ; i Them that ſinne rebuke before al, that othcrs alſo 
may fear. Te not k partaker of any mans ſinnes, to wit, by 
not cenſuring or puniſhing them. Theſe two offices tobe 
.moſt neceſſary in the Church, every mans reaſon and com- 
-mon experience will inform us.For how ſhall we have Mi- 
niſters at all without Ordination? and how ſhall we have 
ood Miniſters or people without vilitation ? Now for Prel- 
yters or Miniſters, who are equal in Cares to exerciſe au- 
thority one over the other, and lay hands upon themſelves, 
and ſo to become their own ghoſtly Fathers, is to make 
order itſelf a confuſion. Therefore God in the law put a 
difference between the Prieſts and Levits : and Chriſt in 
the Goſpel between the Apoſtles and Diſciples 5 and the 
Apoſtles after Chriſts death between Biſhops and Elders. 
'Which che primitive Church kept fo religioul]y, that to op- 
poſe it in praiſe was accounted no Jeſſe them | ſacriledge ; 
in dorine, flat herefte. The firſt that I find ever to have 
one about to break down the partition wall between Bi- 
| and Presbyters, was Aerins, a man like this name, 
was light and acry, eafily carried away with the winde of 
ambition. For asm Apiphanius writeth, ſtanding for a Bi- 
ſhoprick, and miſſing it, he invented this herefie to comfort 
himſelf ; and becauſe he could not raiſe up himſelf to the 
high rank of Biſhops, he ſoughtto pull chem down to his 
lower rank of Elders. What difference, ſaith he, 1s there 
between a Biſhop and Prieſt ? none at all, their order, and 
honour, and dignity, is one and the ſelf-ſame. But for this 


his ſawcy malepartnefle he felt che ſmart of the Croſier ftaffe, 
and 
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and for ra#king Biſhops —————— or Elders,he was 
himſelf ra#ke4 among hereticks, God who made greater 
and leſſer lights in the firmament, and ſer Angels in ranks 
one above anotherghath ereted an * Hierarchy upon earth : 
which ashe hath ever yer, ſo [ hope he ſtill will co the ead 
of the world eſtabliſh and ſupporc and propagate it, as is 
hath wonderfully ſupported and propagated the Church, 
The bounds thereof extended by the preaching, and kepr 
by the Government of —_ the Hereticks and Schul- 
maticks in all ages ſuppreſſed by Councels and Synods of 
Biſhops 3 the Rubricks of Ecclefiaftical Kalendars coloured 
with the blood of ſo many martyred Biſhops, are ſufficient 
evidence thereof. And as the Church ſoon after her firſt 
plantation exceedingly proſpered under the ſhade of Fames 
Biſhop of Hieruſalem, Titus of Crete, Timothy of Epheſus, 
Mark of Alexandria, Ignatius of Antioch, Antipas of Par- 

amus, Polycarpe of Smyrna, and divers others ordained 

y the Apoltles, or their immediate ſucceſſors; and in ſuc- 
ceeding ages received her beſt ſap ani nouriſhment from 
the Greek and Latine Fathers, who for the moſt part were 
Biſhops : ſon Bezz him(elf acknowledgeth ic to have been 
the ſingular happineſſe of the Church of England, which he 
prayeth may be perpetual, that this reverend and ſacred or- 
der hath yeelded not only famous Martyrs, but alſo moſt ex- 
cellent Doftors and Paſtors, As the Poet blazing the vertues 
of the Emperour then reigning, ſaid, 


0 Te volet invitius pro libertate Camillus. 
$i Cato reddatur, Ceſarianus erit. 


Brutus and Camillus and Cato, the greateſt ſticklers for the 
liberty of the Commonwealth, if they were uow alive would 
turnRoyalifts: ſo we may truly affirm that the greateit ene- 
mies of Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion,could not but approve of Luch 
Biſhops as now fit at the ſtern in our Church, And what it 
all are not ſuch? muſt the whole order ſofter for ctheu 
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p Define paucorum diffundere crimen in omnes. 


lay not upon all the fault of fome. . If one or other bud of 
Aarons rod, the Biſhoprick of Rome and the dependants- 
thereon, are turned into ſerpents, ſhall the whole rod be 
caſt out of the Arke, and Fonah's gonrd put in the place 
thereof? I meanthe new ſprung up muſrome, the Govern- 
ment of lay Elders ; Elders whereof no Elder age of the 
Church ever took notice, and younger cannot tell yet how 
roChriten them : becauſe they are a kind of epicarns, ot 
both genders,plant- animals,partly Animals, partly plants : 
like a ſort of Nuns at Bryxels,partly regular, partly ſecular; 
in the morning wearing the cowles and habit of Recluſes, 
inthe afternoon the feathers and other attire of Gallants. 
For they are Clergy-laickes, and Lay-c'erkes : of their 
clergy they are,for they together with their Miniſters ordain 
Miniſters, and infli& Eccleſiaſtical cenſures; and yet laicks 
they are, for they may not preach nor baptize. Chitrch- 
men tl ey are,for they bear rule in the Church; yer Church- 
men they arenot, forthey may receive! no maintenance 
from the Church. They are the Elders that ralewe!il,and 
labour, not m the word, for ſuch they will have intimated 
by St. Paul, yet the honour which their own Interpreters 
there expound honourable maintenance, is not due unto 
them. Spare me Men, Fathers, and Brethren, if | ſpare not 
them who go about to bereave us of our ſpiritual Fathers, 
quiſeviunt in plagas & vulnera eccleſie, who ſeek to ruine 
the ruines, and ſpoile the very (piles of Ecclefiaſtical dig- 
nity and diſtin&ion left among us. To place ſuch Bats as 
theſe, rather mice than birds, muſt Chriſts Apoſtles and 
their ſucceſſors be diſplaced, and all ranks of Eccleſiaſticall 
order confounded : is there any juſtice in this,to break all 
Crofier ſtaves, and tread all Miters under foot, and teare 
all Rochets in pieces. 


Unius obnoxam & furias Ajaci Oilei, * j 
or 
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for the uſurpation and tyranny of 'one Biſhop the Pope of 
Rome ? By this reaſon take away the Reverend order of 
the Apoltles for Judas ſake, take away the ſacred order of 
Prophers for Balaams lake,take away the foveraigne order 
of Princes for Fl;ans ſake, take away the glorious orbs of 
ſtars for the ſtars ſake called q wormwood in the Apocalyps, 
nay take away the higheſt regiment of Angels for Lucifers 
ſake,& the reſt of his fa&ion, ſometime in the higheſt order 
in heaven, but now reſerved in chaines of darkpeſſe till the 
great day. 

This may ſuthce to be ſpoken of, and for your calling - 
two words ct thetwo duties implyed in the words, mou wairew 
and 6&Hoxomir, feed, and take the over-ſight. You are Pa- 
ftors and 8ihops, make good your titles, feed as Paſtors,take 
the over- fight of your Dioceſe as Biſhops. The three or- 
ders in the Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, reſem- 
ble the three faculcies of the ſoule, the vegetative, ſenſitive, 
and reaſonable. For as the ſenſitive faculty includeth the 
vegetative, & aliquid amplins and ſomewhat more, to wit, 
ſenſe ; and the reaſonable implyeth the ſenſitive, & aliquid 
amplius and ſomewhat more, to wit, reaſon ; for a Prieſt 
implyeth a Deacon, & aliquid amplixs ; and a Biſhop im- 
plyerh a Prieſt, & aliquid amplins, Yee are (my Lords) 
both Biſhops and Prieſts, and as you are inveſted into a 
double honour, ſo you have a double charge : as Biſhops 
you are to rule well ; as Prieſts to labour in the word 3 4s 
Prieſts you are to preach, as Biſhops to ordain Prieſts, and 
countenance Preachers : as Prieſts you are to {mite ſimony 
and (acriledge, ſchiſme and hereſie, impurity and impiery, 
gladio oris, with the ſword of your mouth 3 as Biſhops, ore 
gladin, with the mouth, that is, the edge of the ſword, the 
ſword of ecclehaſtical cenſures which Chriſt hath put into 
your hand : bear not this ſword in vain, be not pertakers 
of the ſinnes of any of the Clergy,or bribes of the laity ; uſe 
this your ſword for, not againit the Church, 
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Hold not too {tri a hand over your too much oppreſſed 
Clergy;let it not be ſaid of the clergy of your Diocelſe,as it 
was (aid of the Roman fouldiers under Severas, that they 
were more affraid of theirCaptain then of the enemy.For as 
St.Payl ſpeaketh to the Corinthians, if I make you fad who 
ſhall comfort you!?ſo | may fay to you,if you diſhearten poor 
Miniſters who ſhal comfort them,or ſtand for them?che laity? 
no , they take two- much of the nature of the ſtone , from 
whence they have their name given them, ads from aed;:if a 
faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, if a diligent preacher;thar 
ſpends all his Oyle and Week, his body and foul to give 
Gem light , ſue but for his dues, eſpecially if he mutter but 
a word againſt their great Drana, their ſacrilegious cuſtomes, 
which oft deprive the Miniſters of the Goſpel of nine parts 
of the Tenth, and leave them but decimam decime;the tenth 
of the tenth : they will all fall upon him, and unlefſe your 
power and authority relieve him, grind him to powder. 
They uſe their godly Preachers, whom the world cannot 
parallel, as the Hawk in Heſiod dealt with the melodious 
Nightingale, ſ they plum them and devour them, xaie 
&oiÞx5, although they be the ſweeteſt lingers of Iſrael. Many 
of them after they have ſpent their ſtrength in preaching in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, catechizing and le&uring on the 
Lords day, and on the week dayes, may truly ſay as Syne- 
fius ſometimes complained that they carried nothing away 
from their pariſhes or cures, but bonam conſcientiam & ma = 
lam valetudinem, a good conſcience, and an ill crazed body. 

No more of 'er4oox3yrs5, taking the oversfight : but a 
word of ouaivers, feed, left whileſt 1 exhort you to feed, I 
detain you from better feeding, viz. upon the blefſed Sa- 
crament now ſet before you. As in Churches and Noble- 
mens Halls, where there hang great Candleſticks with many 
branches,the lights are firſt Jet down to be tinded,and when 
they are fully lighted, then they are drawn up by degrees 
to give light co the whole room : ſo our Church firſt ſend- 
eth her ſweet wax lights, made and formed in private 
{zhools, downto.the Univerhtiesta be tinded, and when 


thep 
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they are fully enlightened with knowledge, then draweth 

thenr up by degrees, firſt to paſtoral charges, then to digni- 

ties, Deanaries,and Biſhopricks ; not that then they ſhould 

be put out, but to the end that as they are ſet higher they 

ſhould give more light. Youare, Right Reverend, the ſi/- 

ver Trumpet of Zion, whom God lifceth up on high that you 

may ſound the _ and /-riller,as bellsare hung higher 

inthe ſteeple , that they may be heard further. Let it be 

never ſaid of you as it was of San! , that when be game to 

the high laces be made an end of propbecying. The more 4 
God hath honoured you, the more you ought to honour ef 
him; the higher Chriſt hath preferred you, the more you 

ought to love him, and ſhew this y:.ur loye by your creble 

diligence in feeding his ſheep. To which end theſe words, 

Peter loveſt thou me ? feed my ſheep, &c. are by the order of 

o'1r Church appointed to be read for the Goſpellat your 
conſecration. | grant you feed many ways : you feed when 

you appoint paſtors to feed, you feed when you inſtruft them 

how to feed, you feed when you cenſure then for not feed- 

ing their flocks, or not feeding them with wholeſome food, 

yon feed in a Synode when you make good Canons, you 

feed in your vifitations when you encourage good Miniſters, 

and reform abuſes in the Church ; laſtly, you feed at your 

tables when you keep good hoſpitality. And afcer all theſe 

manners the Apoſtles and ancient Fathers fed'; yer they 

thought themſelves in danger cf a ze, or curſe if they fed: t 1 Cor. 9.16. 
not by preaching the Goſpel in their own perſons. Wo beto » Greg m verb. 
me, ſaith St. t Par, if I preach not the Geſpel. Saint Gre- dum Toban.Si 
gory was a Biſhop himſelfe, and that ofa very large and 11.4:,jc ar. 


troubleſome Dioceſſe (for he was Pope of Rome) yet he gumentum eſt 


deeply chargeth Biſhops with this duity,thus inferring upon cura paſtora- 
Chriſts worqs to Peter, /oveſt thou me ? feed, &c. uv If care = mad 
and diligence in a paſtoral charge be an argument, and cer- | ; = pros. 
tain evidence of the love we bear to Chri(t, whoſoever furniſh- Dei renuir pa- 
ed with gift,and abilities thereunto, refuſeth to feed Chrifts ſcere,ſummum 


flock, is to be taken pro convifto, that be bears no good affe- Pſtorem con- 
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Chriſt conſtrained us not to ffirre wþ the grace of God in us, 
which we have received by impoſition of hands, 'and even 
likelambes to ſpend our ſelves co give light ro our flockes , 
yet methinks the excellency of this funCion ſhould inflame 
us thereunto, Where can we fix our-thoughts with more 
delight and contentment than upon heaven and heavenly 
obje&s? bow can we put our tongues to a better uſe than 
to declare the word of life? to preach the Goſpell of the 
Kingdome ? to ſound out our makers praiſe: ? how can our 
hands be better employed than about the ſeales of grace? 
Hear Saint * Chryſo/tome open his golden mouth,and weigh 
his words in the ſcales of the ſantuary ; See;? thou notlaith 
he, box: thine eyes water whilſt thou ſtayejt in the ſmoak,. bit 
are cleared and refreſhed if thou go out into the open ayre, or 
walkeſt a turn in a pleaſant garden ? ſo the eye of our mind is 
cleared, and our ſpirituall ſenſes much revived by walking in 
the garden of holy Scriptures, and ſmelling to the flowers of 
Paradiſe ; but if we run about in the ſmoak,, thatis, buſie our 
ſelves about earthly affairs, we ſhall ſhed many a tear, and be 
in danger of quite looſing oureſight, 

I will conclude, and briefly repreſent all the principall 
points of the Apoſtles exhortation to your view in one type 
of the law, In the Ark of the covenant there was the rod 
of a Aaron that budded, and abdut it a Crown of gold. By 
the rod of Aarox you eaſily apprehend the Prieſts office or 
paſtoral charge : the buds of this rod,'r parts of this charge 
are two,feeding and overſeeing z3 whes i ought to be perfor- 
med not by conſtraint, but willingly, 2s the buds were not 
drawn out of Aarons rod,but put forth of their own accord, 
And herein we are not to reſpe& our own good, but the 
good of our flock : we muſt do nothing fer filthy lucre,but 
of a free mind co benelit others, as the rod of Aaron bare 
not blofſomies or fruit to, or for it ſelf, but to, and for 0+ 
thers. By the fruits of Aaroxs rod you may underſtand the 
good life of a faithful Paſtor, who is to be an example to 
his flock ;- this fruit enclineti: him to true humility oppo- 


fite to Lord-like pride, as the fruit of a tree weigheth the 
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branches down to the earth. Laſtly, by the Crowne above 
the rod, and round about the Ark, is repreſented the reward 
of a faithful Shepheard and vigilant Bhop You have the 
embleme of your office, the word or Motto ſhall be Germz- 
zet virga Aaron, Let therod of Aaron bloſſome in your 
month by preaching the word, and bud in your hands by the 
exerciſe of Eccleſia:ticall diſcipline, and bear fruin in your 
lives by being enſamples to your flock, and the crown above the 
rod, and about the Ark, ſhall be yours, as it is promiſed ver. 4. 
And when the chief ſhepheard ſhall appear, you ſhall recerwe a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away ; * Which God the Fa- 
«ther grant for the price of his Sonnes blood,to whom with 
« the holy Spirit be all honour, glory, praiſe, and thankſ- 
« giving, now and for ever, Amen. 


